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Dear Parents and Teachers,
I appreciate your efforts in attending this afternoon to discuss and search for the best possible ways to improve our Bible classes by improving ourselves. Our Bible classes are able to be filled with hundreds of children in the next few years...but we must want that to happen!
As parents, the responsibility you have to your children is the highest earthly priority. Your children look to you for the best of life, whether spiritually, physically, or emotionally, your children look to you for the best of God. Let us strive together, as parents and teachers, to provide the best Bible class setting we can possess.
Together, we can make it happen…we have to choose to do it!
Because of Christ,
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Below is a survey regarding our Bible class program. These questions are designed to seek the best ways our Bible classes can be improved. Feel free to add any additional comments on the back of this page.
Thank you!
1. As a parent, what needs does your child (or do your children) have that our Bible class program can meet?
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


2. Thinking about your child’s experience in Bible class, what are some positive developments your child has made in the past year? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


3. If you knew what you were volunteering to do, would you be willing to participate in our Bible class program? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


4. As a parent, what are the greatest needs of the children in our Bible Class program? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Where the Rubber Meets the Road!
· This material, as well as the Teacher’s Workshop material, was not designed to fill space on a Sunday afternoon or to be placed on a shelf (or even in a trashcan).

· This material was designed to ask serious questions and examine some serious choices we, as a congregation, as teachers and as parents, are making regarding the current and future status of our Bible School program.

· Without your personal choice to assist in the Bible School program, our congregation will suffer and a gap in learning will occur.

· I am asking you consider and meditate on all of the material in this workbook so we can make this the greatest Bible School program possible.

· Some of the words might seem blunt, but do not view them as blunt statements, instead view them as challenging thoughts. For our Bible class program to succeed and reach out to the masses of people living in our community, we need to get serious.

· Let us pray for one another and begin to take advantage of each opportunity that is presented.

· May the greater good fill our hearts and minds as we unite around the cross.
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The Story:

This is a story about four people: Everybody, Somebody, Anybody, and Nobody.
 
There was an important job to be done and Everybody was asked to do it. Everybody was sure Somebody would do it. Anybody could have done it, but Nobody did it. Somebody got angry about that because it was Everybody's job. Everybody thought Anybody could do it, but Nobody realized that Everybody  wouldn't do it.

It ended up that Everybody blamed Somebody when actually Nobody asked Anybody.


Regarding our Bible class program…Which one are you?

Our Bible Class Program needs your involvement:
· We need parents to bring their children.
· We need parents to bring themselves.
· We need parents to bring their children on time.
· We need parents to have their children bring their Bibles.
· We need parents to bring their Bibles.
· We need parents to volunteer to help our Bible class teachers.
· We need parents to assist our Bible class teachers.
· We need parents to become Bible class teachers.
· We need parents to pray for our Bible classes.
· We need parents to pray for our Bible class teachers.
· We need parents to fill the gaps in our program.
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Will You Commit…
…to Helping Your Child Succeed in Bible School?

1. I will make sure my God given child attends Bible School twice each week.

1. I will be a cheerleader for my child’s success by offering praise and encouragement, and acknowledging achievement.

1. I will make sure my child reads the Bible and prays once each day.

1. I will encourage effort and not expect perfection.

1. I will make sure my child has all things needed to be a good Bible student, including a positive attitude, peaceful home, and a living example.

1. I will talk to my child each day about what they are reading in the Bible.

1. I will encourage my child to desire spiritual, physical, and social maturity.

1. I will set aside a special time each day to read the Bible with my child.

1. I will keep in touch with my child’s teacher and what they are studying.

1. I will encourage my child to face all life’s challenges with confidence and strength of the Lord.

I know that coming to know God is the most important gift my child will ever receive, and a strong knowledge of the Bible is key to receiving that gift, I promise my child, that I will follow this contract to the best of my ability.
Signature:	__________________________________               Date:   ___________________
(By Mark Teske)
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To Have a Great Bible School Program…
…We Need Students!
· Without students, the teachers are alone.
· Without students, a great teacher’s ability will go unused in the kingdom of God.
· A teacher’s greatest fault may be not using their talents to teach.

1. Our congregation counts on you to bring students.
a. Right now, ½ of the students who can be in our Bible program are attending Bible school.
b. Remember the constant statistic that ½ of all teenagers in the churches of Christ fall away…are we seeing a similarity?

2. Our teachers count on you to bring students.
a. The majority of our teacher surveys that were returned, listed “bringing students to class” as the top need in Bible class.
b. Our teachers prepared countless hours during the week to bring eternal words to young ears…what if those ears never hear those words?

3. What is being done to alleviate this problem in our Bible classes?
a. As a congregation, we have no idea until we communicate the needs and benefits of our Bible class program.

Additional Comments:
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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To Have a Great Bible School Program…
…We Need Communication!
· One of the ideas we discussed in our Teacher’s Workshop Sessions was the ability to send homework with the students.
· Another area of finding each student’s learning ability is communication between the Teacher and Parent.

1. We need to communicate non-verbally.
a. Non-verbal communication occurs in emails, cards, smiles or even a pat on the back.

2. We need to communicate verbally.
a. As parents and teachers, open and verbal communication is necessary for a great Bible school program.
b. Verbal communication is needed…
i. …when students are progressing! (or not progressing.)
ii. …when students are learning! (or not learning.)
iii. …when homework is assigned.
iv. …when students are going to miss class.
v. …when extra students will be at class.

3. We need to communicate prayerfully.
a. Prayer is the invisible glue holding our Bible classes together.

Additional Comments:
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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To Have a Great Bible School Program…
…We Need Involvement!
· How can we explain the importance of Bible Classes to our children, if we do not attend or encourage participation in our Bible Class program?

1. Involve yourself in the teaching process.
a. Ask your child’s teacher how you can assist during the week.
i. Cutting papers, making crafts, etc.
b. Maybe the class needs a substitute for one day.

2. Involve yourself in your children’s Bible class homework.
a. Public school homework is stressed, let us stress something greater.
b. Involve yourself in your children’s Bible level and watch yourself grow.

3. Involve your self in our congregation.
a. Involvement in the Bible class program brings you closer to others in the congregation.

4. Involve yourself in your child’s life!

Additional Comments:
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