Strengthening the American Family

Q.

Second Lessomn

COMMITMENT?

In his book, The One Minute Manager, Ken Blanchard
says, "There's a difference between interest and
commitment. When you are interested in doing
something, you do it only when it is convenient. When
you are committed to something, you accept no
excuses."

Others on commitment:

e Guidance means | can count on God.
Commitment means God can count on me.

e God does not ask about our ability or our
inability, but about our availability.

e The world has yet to see what God can do
through a man who is fully committed to him.

FAMILIES NEED COMMITMENT

Success families begin with commitment:

e Joshua 24:15
e Matthew 6:33

Husbands and wives must be committed to God:

e Ephesians 5:25-33
e 1 Peter3:7

Husbands must be committed men of God:

e He is the Savior of the wife. (Ephesians 5:23-
24)

e Heisto cleave to his wife. (Genesis 2:24)

e Heisto honor his wife. (1 Peter 3:7)

Wives must be committed women of God:

e Sheisto love her husband. (Titus 2:4)

e Sheis to obey her husband. (Titus 2:4)

"Every enduring marriage involves an
unconditional commitment to an imperfect
person--your spouse."

From "It Takes Two to Tango" by Gary and
Norma Smalley

Every family must have a commitment to Growth and

progress in the sight of God:

e 2 Peter3:18

e Planning is essential. (Luke 12:16-21;
Matthew 7:24-27)

e Husbands and wives must plan to feed their
relationship. (Ephesians 5:29)

e  Are parents teaching the children?
o 2Timothy 2:15

o Deuteronomy 6:1-9; 11:19

QUOTE ON COMMITMENT

“It doesn’t take such a great man to be a

Christian; it just takes all there is of
him.”

-Seth Wilson
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PARENT’S CONTACT - HELPING YOUR CHILD SUCCEED IN BIBLE SCHOOL

e | will make sure my God given child attends Bible School twice each week.

e | will be a cheerleader for my child's success by offering praise and encouragement, and acknowledging
achievement.

o | will make sure my child reads the Bible and prays once each day.
e | will encourage effort and not expect perfection.

o | will make sure my child has all things needed to be a good Bible student, including a positive attitude,
peaceful home, and a living example.

e | will talk to my child each day about what they are reading in the Bible.

e | will encourage my child to desire spiritual, physical, and social maturity.

e | will set aside a special time each day to read the Bible with my child.

e | will keep in touch with my child's teacher and what they are studying.

e | will encourage my child to face all life's challenges with confidence and strength of the Lord.
I know that coming to know God is the most important gift my child will ever receive, and a strong knowledge of
the Bible is key to receiving that gift. | promise my child, that | will follow this contract to the best of my ability.

Signature: (by Mark Teske)
Date:

THE GOLDEN SECRET - FROM NELSON’S COMPLETE BOOK OF STORIES ILLUSTARATIONS AND QUOTES

On her golden wedding anniversary, my grandmother A guest asked her to name some of the faults. “To tell
revealed the secret of her long and happy marriage. the truth,” she replied, “I never did get around to
“On my wedding day, | decided to choose ten of my listing them. But, whenever my husband did
husband’s faults which, for the sake of our marriage, | something that made me hopping mad, | would say to
would overlook,” she explained. myself, ‘Lucky for him that’s one of the ten.””
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