
 

Strengthening the American Family 

A nineteen-year study in Wynne, Arkansas, revealed 
the 80% of all Christians who married outside the 
church eventually left the church. 
 
A twenty-year study in Miami, Oklahoma, showed 72% 
of Christians marrying outside the church eventually 
left the church. The same study showed 92% of those 
who married Christians remained faithful to the Lord. 
 
Another study conducted in Oklahoma, published in 
Truth in Love, revealed that 70% of Christians marrying 
outside the church left the faith, while 94% of 
Christians marrying in the church remained faithful to 
the Lord. 
 

Source: Jacksonville Christian Student Center 

publication (Jacksonville, Ala) 

 

God (simple answer, yet hard to so many) 
 
– Personal Question – Who is the binding force 

between you and your spouse? 
 
– How many strands are in braided hair? Do you see 

all of them? 
 
– When is the last time your family, your marriage 

brought you to your knees? (In prayer of course) 
 
– Notice the relationship and illustration that Paul 

provides of the marriage relationship to the 
church. (Ephesians 5:25-33) 

 
Communication 
 
– Ephesians 5:25-32 illustrates that communication 

is needed in marriage. 
 
– The communication must not be a reaction but a 

response. (Ephesians 5:33) 
 
– In a “discussion,” remember you should love your 

spouse like you love the Lord. 

Commitment 

 

– The first commitment must be with God. 

 

– There must be commitment to each other: 

o Ephesians 5:25 

o Commitment in love (Ephesians 5:33) 

o “For this reason, a man shall leave his 

father and mother and be joined to his 

wife, and the two shall become one flesh. 

(Ephesians 5:31) 

Third Lesson 

INTERESTING… 

KEYS TO A SUCCESSFUL MARRIAGE 

INTERESTING WORDS 

 

“Those who hope for a happy marriage 

will do well to remember that in wedding 

the we comes before the I” 

 “Success in marriage is not so much a matter 
of finding the right person as it is being the 

right person." 
 

Author Unknown 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Does dating and sex matter? 
 

– The divorce rate between two virgins is 2%. 
 
– Couples who live together before marriage have a 50% greater likelihood of divorce that those who do 

not. 
 
– The dating age game: 

o If children start dating before the age of 12 their chances of having sex before graduation is 91%. 
 

o If children start dating before the age of 13 their chances of having sex before graduation is 56% 
 

o If children start dating before the age of 14 their chances of having sex before graduation is 53%. 
 

o If children start dating before the age of 15 their chances of having sex before graduation is 40%. 
 

o If children start dating before the age of 16 their chances of having sex before graduation is 20%. 
Source: Oak Hills Church of Christ website 

San Antonio, TX 

 
o Remember that in all of these statistics that sex before marriage is a sin against God. 

Á (1 Thessalonians 4:3,4; 1 Corinthians 6:5-20) 
 

– Personal Question – Do you think that standards of dating would change if those Christians who are 
dating thought of each other as brothers and sisters in Christ? 

 

FACTS ABOUT DATING 

A man had just finished reading a book called Man Of 
The House while commuting home from work. 

When he got home, he stormed into the house, 
walked up to his wife, pointed his finger in her face 
and said, "From now on I want you to know that I am 
the man of this house and my word is law! You are to 
prepare me a gourmet meal tonight, and when I'm 
finished eating my meal, I expect a sumptuous dessert 

afterward. Then, after dinner, you're going to draw my 
bath so I can relax. And when I'm finished with my 
bath, guess who's going to dress me and comb my 
hair?" 

She thought for a moment and responded, "The 

Funeral Director is my guess." (from Mikey's Funnies) 

THE MAN OF THE HOUSE 
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The tǊŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ tŜƴ 
“Creating Better Lives Today for a Better Day Tomorrow” 

 

http://www.preacherspen.org 

chris@preacherspen.org 
 


